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Title: Duties of Church Members 1 - Attending All the Stated Meetings  - Jose Francis Martinez



Purpose: To motivate the members to conscientiously fulfill their duty as members to attend, with due preparation, all the stated meetings of the church.

Introduction 

1. In our studies of church membership, we have considered the nature, the basic requirement, church membership interview, and now we move to the duties or responsibilities of church members.

2. It is clearly indicated in the Scriptures that those who members of the church have certain duties or responsibilities. And it is important that all members of the church understands what those duties and responsibilities are -  what those things are that are expected of them. 

3.
How are we going to deal with this particular subject? 

a. There are many different ways of arranging the biblical materials or witnesses concerning this subject. In fact, I have read many different approaches. These differences can be likened to different ways men would arrange the same set of furniture in a room. (Give some details). The same is true with respect to the biblical material concerning the subject of the duties of church members. The biblical materials are basically the same, but it has been and can be presented in different ways.

b. The best way I can think of in presenting the biblical teaching is just to follow the succinct statement given in our church’s constitution. 1) The Duty to Attend All the Stated Church’s Meetings 2) The Duty to Financially Support the Church’s Work 3) The Duty to Promote Edification and Peace in the Church 4) The Duty to Support and Submit to the Church’s Leaders 5) The Duty to Live a Godly Christian Life. 

4.
Now we will focus of the first, the duty to attend all the stated church’s meetings. In dealing with this particular duty, we will have three headings: 1) The Biblical Warrant of this Duty 2) A Qualification of this Duty 3) An Essential in Fulfilling this Duty

I. THE BIBLICAL WARRANT OF THIS DUTY

A. The Literal Meaning of the Word - “Church” ( evkklhsi,a)  

1. The word “church” ( evkklhsi,a)  literally means a congregation or an assembly. And it is because of this that some Christians (landmarkers) even go to the other extreme of saying that the church only comes to exist when the members gather.
2. This is to go beyond the witness of Scriptures. One very clear referring is Acts 14:27 (READ -sunagago,ntej th.n evkklhsi,an ) – even before the church was gathered, the church was still the church. The church did not become the church only when it gathered. 
3. However, it is indisputable that word “church” literally means an assembly or a congregation.
4. In fact, even the church viewed collectively even gathers. And when does it gather and where? In the special presence of God on the Lord’s day. That’s the gathering of the Universal church.

5. Therefore, embedded in the very word ‘church’ is the idea of the members gathering, congregating, or assembling together. 

B. The Apostolic Example Set in the book of Acts 

1.
Acts 2:41-42 (Read)

a.
Note: VS 42 - “And they”. Who are the “they”? The three thousand added to the church that day. Luke did not say “some” or even “the majority”. 

b.
“the apostolic teaching” here refers to public ministry of God’s Word. “fellowship” refers to members sharing their lives together. “breaking of bread” refers to the supper of remembrance which Christ’s instituted. “prayers” refers to the corporate gathering of the church for prayer.  These all those who were added to the church were continually devoting themselves.

c.
“continually devoted” proskarterou/ntej is a very strong word. Louw-Nida Lex: “to continue to do something with intense effort, with the possible implication of despite difficulty”.

d.
During the Apostolic era, it must have been hard for the members to attend all the stated meetings of the church. For they did not have the modern conveniences we now have. No air-con cars, no refrigerators, no modern appliances, etc.’

2.
Acts 6:1-5 (READ). This meeting was specially called in order to address a particular problem in the church. And note that the whole congregation of disciples were present to participate in this act.

C.
The Explicit Directive Given in Heb. 10:25.

1. Context: 10:19-21 (READ)... Then follows a three-fold exhortation based upon that glorious NC reality 10: 22, 23, 24-25 (READ) “not forsaking…assembling together” =evgkatalei,pontej th.n evpisunagwgh.n.

2. Clearly implied here is that the church had stated times of gatherings. Moreover, it is implied here that it was a real temptation for these Hebrew Christians to forsake the assembling together. Why? Could be a number of reasons like weariness in well-doing, tried of the persecution and trials they were facing, etc. In fact, the writer says that some of them were already in the habit of neglecting these assembling. They neglected once. Then twice. Then three times. Then they got into the habit of neglecting that their presence in the gathering is something that has become occasional. 

3. However, this tendency to forsake the assembling together must be resisted. And why? To forsake the assembling together and apostasy from the Christian faith are intimately connected. 10:26-27 (READ). 


D. 
The Assumed Complexion of the NT Letters.

1. Remember that the NT letters were written to churches and were read in churches. And clearly assumed in these letters is that when the church meet together where these letters were read, all the members would be present.

2. Examples: 

a. Phil. 4:1,2-3 (READ). Paul assumes all the members will be hearing these words as it is read in churches. He even assumes that these two prominent Christian women who were not in good terms with each others would be present in the church’s gathering when this letter would be read.

b. 1Cor. Although the churches was a very problematic church, he still assumes that the members would be present when his letter would be read in the church’s assembling.

E. The Varied Images Used of the Church.

1. What is the church’s likened to in the NT? 

a. It is likened to a spiritual temple where the members are the living stones 1Pet. 2:4-5 (READ). When the church gathers together, then the living stones come together to make up the temple. Can you imagine a temple with some stones missing in it? But that is what happens when you do not come to the stated gatherings of the church especially for worship. 

b. The church is likened to the priesthood called by God to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through the Lord Jesus Christ 1Pet. 2:4-5. And when the church gather together, then the priesthood are gathering together to offer those spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God. How do you think God feels when one priest or one priestess is missing?

c. The church is likened to a family or the household of God 1Tim. 3:5 (READ). And when the church gathers together, the family of God gathers together. Now would you feel if one member is missing when it time for the family to gather? You do not feel complete.

d. The church is likened to a body with its different parts and functions (1Cor. 12:27). And when the church gathers together, it is the different parts gather together. Now can you imagine a body with missing parts?

2. So these images used with reference to the church powerfully indicate that it is the members’ duty to attend all the stated meetings of the church.

Trans: 
But that leads us to our second heading...

II. 
A
QUALIFICATION OF THIS DUTY

A. Constitution: “All regular members are required to attend all the stated meetings of the church unless providentially hindered..” And then some specific examples are given: “ by illness, accident, unusual working conditions which does not violate the Sabbath, and other such circumstances”.

B. Notice here the specifics given of what providential hindrance includes..

1. “illness”. Not mean just a slight head-ache or cold or just feeling tried. Fever. LBM. 

2. “accident”. A broken bone. You blow up your tires. Somebody breaks in to your house. Or you child fell from the staircase.

3. “ unusual working conditions which does not violate the Sabbath”. 

a. Neh 13:15-19 (READ).  Notice here that Nehemiah recognized a distinction between work that violates and does not violate the Sabbath law. Selling and trading on the Sabbath is a violation that can be done on some other days of the week. But he also stationed men to guard the gates on the Sabbath that had to be done for the good of the public and that was not a violation of the Sabbath.

b. So examples of unusual working conditions that does not violate the Sabbath includes doctors, firemen, military or police men, elevator repair men. It would be detrimental to the public if doctors, police men, firemen, elevator repair men,  were to cease working on a Sabbath, therefore, for them to work on a Sabbath is not a violation of the Sabbath.

c. Other unusual working conditions however may violate the Sabbath. Like working at a bakery shop. Working in a club house. 

4. “other such circumstances”. Opens at other similar exceptions like flooding, a landslide, and the need to attend to someone who might be sick. 

C. We must be careful not to pump into this phrase “providential hindrance” just any sinful or unbiblical excused not to attend the stated meetings of the church. This is true particularly when it comes to the prayer meetings of the church.

1. If somebody invites you to have dinner out on a Wednesday - that’s not a providential hindrance. 

2. What about children having school assignments on Thursday morning? This is sometimes the problem with schools - they are not sensitive to the importance of the prayer meetings. But “if there is a will there is a way”. Besides, never forget the principle in Mt. 6:33 “Seek first His kingdom and righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.”

